(Speech of MAP Publications Committee Chair Evelyn R. Singson at the launch of the MAP-DDI Book “EXTRAORDINARY:  Stories for Aspiring Leaders” on 27 May 2008 at Hotel Inter-Continental Manila.)
Fellow members of MAP


On behalf of the Committee on Publications (whose members include Bal Endriga, Mayo Lopez and Vic Magdaraog) and the Philippine office of the global consulting firm, Development Dimensions Inc (DDI) headed by Vic Magdaraog, we are pleased to announce that the MAP-sponsored book “Extraordinary: Stories for Aspiring Leaders” is off the press and is available for sale outside and at the MAP Office and, by next week, in the country’s book stores.


We encourage our fellow members to read “Extraordinary” because our 51 leaders we feature, almost all of whom are MAP members, generously contributed time and sacrificed privacy to share many facets of their lives which, heretofore, were not in the public domain.  It will be an amazing discovery, if only to find out that almost all of the subjects came from modest, if not humble beginnings, to rise to their positions as captains of industry.  They are the best examples of what is good in the Filipino –  personifying  the type of leadership that will make our youth proud and hopeful.  Our young, the target readers of this book, will realize that they too can be true leaders if they learn and live the precepts that real leadership demands.


In these days when hopelessness, frustrations and migration dominate the minds of our young, this book is a delightful, refreshing glimpse in the lives of the real leaders whose examples will show them that power, position or wealth do not a leader make.


Rather, the book clearly demonstrates that many of our country’s admirable leaders, by their life’s stories prove that real and lasting respect and recognition come only to those who adhere to moral principles, demonstrate passion to do well whatever their job, unafraid to nurture others to bloom and grow, and love their country above self.


This book will be a perfect gift to your children, to your friends and employees and those you wish to inspire and uplift.  It will likewise be a helpful gift to your Congressmen and other public officials who you wish to influence and help redefine their concept of service to country.  You can likewise donate the books to our public schools and to libraries so readers in far flung areas can read about the worthy examples of good leadership.


Before I end, may I express my heartfelt thanks to the youthful, talented and hard working ladies of Vic Magdaraog’s DDI, who researched, interviewed, wrote and edited this book, completely on a voluntary basis because they understand the thirst of the young for ideals. Our thanks too go to Anvil Publication, especially to my friend Karina Bolasco, who always gave excellent advice to make this book a potential best seller.  And of course the MAP men and women who agreed to share their stories so the young can be inspired to emulate the qualities that made them the men and women they are.  And of course the MAP secretariat and their boss Arnold for their unfailing support.

We hope you will enjoy the good read and help spread the powerful and noble message of the book.

